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SHEPHERD

Silver City, New Mexico

Letter From Father Paul

Happy New Year! Advent is upon us, which starts the liturgical cycle all over again. We begin
our period of preparation for the coming of the Christ Child.

That preparation feels a bit like Lent, but it has a different focus—hence the Advent Blue that we use at
Good Shepherd. We read prophecies from the Hebrew Scriptures about the coming of the Messiah. We
prepare like John the Baptist, getting ready for the arrival of the center-point of Christian history. Disci-
pline is in order, because big events are about to happen, and we need to be ready.

Some people focus on preparing the internal landscape for the coming Christ. Prayer, fasting, repent-
ance, and a renewed focus on the spiritual life help to make the way straight. Others look more outward-
ly. Acts of mercy, advocacy for the oppressed, generosity toward those in need and expanding our sense
of the boundaries of the human family all work to prepare our outer world for the great arrival. Both are
important, and I hope you do some of both.

I hope you do so out of love. It may be a deep awareness of a love of the Christ Child, a sense of the
love of the Church for the Babe and for one another, a deep love for humanity and what the Christ Child
brings to the human family, or a particular love that drives you to prayer and action; may your love pre-
pare your world.

This year we begin Advent with the service of Advent Lessons and Carols. The hymns are all Advent
hymns (“Away in a Manger” can wait.) The readings all look forward. Then each Sunday marches us
closer and closer Gather with the people of God each week, and prepare in your own way to walk with
us to the side of the Manger.

Next month: What else might it mean?
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Midnight Mass Choir rehearsal

The Good Shepherd choir will have a rehearsal on Tuesday, Dec.19 at 7pm to practice
Midnight Mass music.

This rehearsal is open to any community member who would like to sing with us for this service.
Ourvisionisto  become an ecumenical choir for this Mass. Those singers who want to more fully ex-
perience the traditions of a late night service that marks the change from Dec. 24 to Dec. 25 are welcome.

Adele Giusto, music director

The Silver Chorale
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How much Fun Can a Monday Be??

Come sing Christmas Carols with us, at our local
Silver City Nursing homes!
Monday 18th
Meet at 10:30 in the church parking lot
Millie’s at 11:00am and Santa Clara at 1:00pm

Celebration

All are invited!
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Saturday, Dec. 23, 6:00pm

“Las Posadas.” is a tradition that commemorates the journey of Mary and Joseph to Bethlehem -
the plight of displaced people. Our procession will travel with the Holy Family to various local

businesses, stopping at the one place which, at last, receives them. At that location, there will be
food and drink for all participants.
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Reaching out to All God's People with Love



Traditional Community Midnight Mass

Candles, Community Choir, lots of Christmas Carols, Sung Liturgy, Communion at midnight
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Good Shepherd Church All are welcome!

invites the community toa ' |
traditional high Midnight Ma s on
Christmas Eve,

10:45. p.m.
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615 North Texas St.

(access also available through the parking lot on the corner of 6th and Arizona)

Coats For The Cold and Food For The Hungry

Warm socks are especially needed- B 777!

Many of God's children will be out in the cold this winter.
Luke 3:10-11. And the crowd asked him, "What then should we do?"

In reply he said to them,

“Whoever has two coats must share with anyone who has none;

and whoever has food must do likewise.’

GOOD SHEPHERD COLUMBARIUM

A Columbarium is a structure with niches for placing cremated remains.
The location of the Good Shepherd Columbarium is against the wall behind the
Baptismal Font. It is a visual reminder that all of life, from birth (baptism) to death (resurrection),
constitutes our Christian journey of faith. The cost is $500 to reserve your niche.
Contact Jennifer Mel6n at 574-6827 or call the Church office.



Eucharistic Ministers and Lectors

12/10 8:00  Karisse Moore
Lector-1st Lesson: Ted Presler
10:30 1st Reader - Virginia McCoy
2nd Reader - Jane Bates
Eucharistic Ministers - Kris Heck, Jane Bates

12/17 8:00  Karisse Moore
Lector - 1st reading: Cheryl Swedberg
10:30 1st Reader - Mary Harrell
2nd Reader - Win Taylor
Eucharistic Ministers - Linda Shay, Win Taylor

12/24 8:00 Linda Shay
Lector - Larry McLellan
10:30 1st Reader - Jene Moseley
2nd Reader - Kris Heck
Eucharistic Ministers - Win Taylor, Kris Heck

12/24 - Christmas Eve
5:00  Eucharistic Ministers - TBA
11:00 1st Reader - Paul Sherrell
2nd Reader - Jeanie Locicero
Eucharistic Ministers - Linda Shay, Jeanie Locicero

12/25 Christmas Day
10:30 Karisse Moore

12/31 9:30  Eucharistic Ministers - Karisse Moore, Linda Shay

1/7 8:00 Karisse Moore
Lector-1st Lesson: Mary Burton Riseley
10:30 1st Reader - Pat Brown
2nd Reader - Jeanie Locicero
Eucharistic Ministers - Pat Brown, Jeanie Locicero

December 3 Sarah and Tony Guck

December 10 Homer and Ruth Hamby

December 17 John and Cecelia Bell

December 24 ( Father Paul or his assignment)
December 31 Dora Somerville and Jeanie Locicero

The first Eucharistic Visitor listed is lead.

December Birthdays and Anniversaries
9 - Daniel Boyce . ,‘,» , g o “g\ )

23 - Larry McLellan

24 - Rosie Higgs
Y
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22 - Homer and Ruth Ham!

25 - Nila Howard

25 - Carol Mathis



